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IN THE CLAIMS 

Amended claims follow : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for identifying unsolicited electronic mail messages in 
a computer network, comprising: 

receiving an electronic mail message; 

removing non-static data including visible end-of-Hne characters and headers, from the 
electronic mail message; 

generating a checksum based on data remaining within the electronic mail message; 

comparing the generated checksum with a database containing checksums for previously 
identified unsolicited messages;-a«d 

identifying the electronic message as an unsolicited message if the generated checksum 
matches one of the database checksums; jjRd 

urnkusug the i ■ ith new checks ums; 

wherein d^ 

received and identified as an u nsolicited m essage; 

wherein the non-static data is removed to prevent the non-static data from being subject 
to the checksum, so that non-static data forged by spammers does not compromise the 
identification of the electronic message as the unsolicited message. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [{2}}4^ wherein the portions comprise lines 
o f data. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2 A method for identifying unsolicited 
el eel 1 . ti ( ! tg i computer network, c ipj ng 

receiving an electronic mail message; 

g non-statit ta_ kukri a bk > ', fji larac s and 1 de from the 
kctron " , > 

genera ting a checksum based on data s ei u a , p i ; ; > u iih i ti d >n«> ,'K i tail message 

compamigthe .generated cheeky cj>nMnjng ri)eckNUins.fbrjreyjoas|y. 

it i' i i res and 

tdatUtsmg c gj sage as an unsolu $ t he generated checksum 

lak-i ll da 1 . 1 [ su 

whuun ihu non-su _daf 2 rao a u> ptc\ent the non c i ' i " n < ung subject 

to the checksum, so that non-s tatic data forged by spammers does not compromise the 

wherein generating the 1 \ u 
pj rr..-^ oj the : ^. = Ki = r= ; : . ; d ita 

wherein comparing [[ajjthe checksum comprises comparing checksums starting with one 
of the portions at the end of the remaining data and working backwards through the data. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim .1 wherein remo ving non-static 
material data comprises removing forwarding information. 

6. - 7. (Cancelled) 

8, (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising deleting the electronic mail 
message if the message is identified as an unsolicited message. 
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9. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising at least temporarily storing the 
electronic message if the message is identified as an unsolicited message. 

I. 0. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising forwarding the electronic 
message to an intended recipient if the message is not identified as an unsolicited 
message. 

II. -14. (Cancelled) 

15, (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1[[4]]6 wherein the portions comprise 
lines of data. 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of claim M A system for identify in g unsojjcjtcd 
electronic mail messages in a computer network, comprising: 

a mcs t^e mo Hi'ie; y-»k iove non-static data including visible end-of-line 
characters and headers, from an clecironi c mail message; 

a.checMm n.gen^ 

the cleat u i nail icssage 

a database containing checksums previously identified for unsolicited messages; and 

a detector operable to compare the generated checksum with the database and identify the 

' 'MlP , ^ Q_ IT >\ it <>J IC !^ H >j. I 1 C 1 I If i - I 

the database checks urns ; 

i 'i in ! ; i i n - s c 1 -< erm 1 >, p, >m i i t ^ r k li . m<i i ,[ _ , 
to the ch e t k s i u rt ; _ so t hay io « 1 ^ ys i i c _da laj o rgej 1 1 >y spam mors i {< > e s n o t co n ip t ormsc the 
[dei i i i 1 i i h > - i _L 

whej:ei.i] iheJeirctorLs ccmfigyj;ed.to.genej^ 
remaming data; 
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wlierein the detector is configured to compare the generated checksums starting with one 
of the portions at (he end of the data and working backwards through the data. 

17. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1[[3J]6 wherein the database is configured 
to receive updates. 

18. (Cancelled} 

.1 9. (Currently Amended) The computer product of claim (( 1 8j]2J_ wherein the computer 
readable medium is selected from the group consisting of CD-ROM, floppy disk, tape, 
flash memory, system memory, and hard drive. 

20. (Cancelled) 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer ' product of cMm 2-0 A computer program 
PEoducL 1 ' unsolicited electronic nail n gej n a computer neb . <, 

! prising; 

code thai ravn- an eje( tronic mail message; 

code that ti novcs non static dat . inch. dr ' iMbie end-of-line characters and headers, 
from the electronic mail, message; 

k jl i t s < ! s a data ; i % ( d t c >nic ma 

message; 

code that compares the generated checksum with a database containing checksums for 
u gjvidciitjjigdjm s c ssages: 

k\q ti t id ]i 0 the et m icssagc in uuso ded m i th gt er tt 

c cksum m i ie oft base chc kvums; 

code that genet iks ijidh d i checksun gonkmLQ " '• "> m ymg.data; 
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further comprising code that compares the generated checksums starting with one of the 
portions at the end of the data and works backwards through the data ; and 

a computer readable medium that stores said computer codes; 

erci 1 non-s a _ n . d to ; nt ti t icd om >t i - ibj< 

to the checksum, so that non-static data forged by spammers does not compromise the 
idomiiiijuon of the eleg it 1 i d message 

22. (Original) Hie method of claim 5 wherein the forwarding information includes a 
character, 

23. (Origi nal) The method of claim 4 wherein the comparing starts with one of the 
portions at the end of the remaining daia and works backwards through the data, in order 
to reduce required processing. 

24. (Original ) The method of claim I wherein the non-static data is removed prior to the 
checksum being generated. 



25. (Cancelled) 



